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And his parents were wont to go every year to Jerusalem at the Feast of the
Passover. And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem
according to the custom of the feast. And after they had fulfilled the days, when
they were returning, the boy Jesus remained in Jerusalem, and his parents did not
know it. But thinking that he was in the caravan, they had come a day's journey
before it occurred to them to look for him among their relatives and
acquaintances. And not finding him, they returned to Jerusalem in search of him.
And it came to pass after three days, that they found him in the temple, sitting in
the midst of the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all
who were listening to him were amazed at his understanding and his answers.
And when they saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son,
why hast thou done so to us? Behold, in sorrow thy father and I have been
seeking thee.”
And he said to them, “How is it that you sought me? Did you not know that I must
be about my Father's business?” And they did not understand the word that he
spoke to them.
(Luke 2:41-50)

Where is Jesus? —The Child, my Lady!... where is He?
Mary is crying. —In vain you and I have run from group to group, from caravan to
caravan: no one has seen Him. —Joseph, after useless attempts to keep from
crying, cries too... And You... And I.
Being a common little servant, I cry my eyes out and wail to heaven and earth... to
make up for those times when I lost Him through my own fault and did not cry.
Jesus: may I never lose Thee again... Then you and I are united in misfortune and
grief, as we were united in sin. And from the depth of our being come moans of
heartfelt sorrow and burning phrases that the pen cannot and should not record.
And, as we are consoled by the joy of finding Jesus —three days He was gone!—
debating with the doctors of Israel (Luke 2:46), your soul and mine will be left
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deeply impressed by the duty to leave our home and family to serve our heavenly
Father.
Holy Rosary, Finding of Jesus

We should learn from Jesus' attitude in these trials. During his life on earth he did
not even want the glory that belonged to him. Though he had the right to be
treated as God, he took the form of a servant, a slave. And so the Christian knows
that all glory is due to God and that he must not make use of the sublimity and
greatness of the Gospel to further his own interests or human ambitions.
We should learn from Jesus. His attitude in rejecting all human glory is in perfect
balance with the greatness of his unique mission as the beloved Son of God who
takes flesh to save men. He has a mission which the Father affectionately guides
with tender care: “You are my son; I have begotten you this day. Only ask, and
you shall have the nations for your patrimony.”
And the Christian who, following Christ, has this attitude of complete adoration of
the Father, also experiences our Lord’s loving care: “He trusts in me, mine it is to
rescue him; he acknowledges my name, from me he shall have protection.”
Christ is Passing By, 62

If we truly got to know Mary our Mother, how quickly the supernatural virtues
would grow in us! Let us not be shy about repeating short prayers and aspirations
to her throughout the day. There is no need to say them out loud, we can say
them in our heart. Christian devotion has gathered together many of these loving
words of praise in the Litany which accompanies the Holy Rosary. But each one of
us is free to think up new ones, and address new praises to her, telling her with
our heart with a holy bashfulness that she understands and approves what we
would not dare to say out loud.
Finally, I would recommend that, if you haven't already done so, you find out for
yourself by personal experience the meaning of Mary's maternal love. It is not
enough just to know she is our Mother and to think and to talk about her as such.
She is your Mother and you are her son. She loves you as if you were her only
child in this world. Treat her accordingly: tell her about everything that happens to
you, honor her and love her. No one will do it for you or as well as you, if you do
not do it yourself.
I give you my word that, if you set out along this way, you will quickly discover all
the love of Christ: and you will find yourself drawn into the ineffable life of God the
Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. You will draw strength from it to put
the Will of God fully into practice, and you will be filled with desires of serving all
men. You will be the Christian you have sometimes dreamed of being: full of
works of charity and justice, happy and strong, understanding towards others and
demanding on yourself.
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This, and no other, is the kind of faith we want. Let us have recourse to our
Mother Mary; she will accompany us and help us make firm and constant
progress.
Friends of God, 293
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