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And when evening had come, since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day
before the Sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council,
who was also himself looking for the kingdom of God, took courage and went to
Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus. And Pilate wondered if he were already
dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he was already dead.
And when he learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to
Joseph. And he bought a linen shroud, and taking him down, wrapped him in the
linen shroud, and laid him in a tomb which had been hewn out of the rock; and he
rolled a stone against the door of the tomb.

Mark 15:42-46

Take a look now at Calvary. Jesus has died and there is as yet no sign of his
glorious triumph. It is a good time to examine how much we really want to live as
Christians, to be holy. Here is our chance to react against our weaknesses with an
act of faith. We can trust in God and resolve to put love into the things we do each
day. The experience of sin should lead us to sorrow. We should make a more
mature and deeper decision to be faithful and truly identify ourselves with Christ,
persevering, no matter what it costs, in the priestly mission that he has given
every single one of his disciples. That mission should spur us on to be the salt and
light of the world.

Christ is Passing By, 96

It is the moment to turn to your Blessed Mother in Heaven, so that she may take
you into her arms and win for you a glance of mercy from her Son. And try at once
to make some practical resolutions: put a stop once and for all, even though it
hurts, to that little defect that holds you back, as God and you yourself know so
well. Pride, sensuality and a lack of supernatural spirit will combine forces to
suggest to you: “That? But what a small and insignificant little thing it is!” Don’t
play with the temptation. Instead, answer: “Yes, in this too | will surrender myself


http://josemariaescriva.info
http://josemariaescriva.info/section/saint_josemaria
http://josemariaescriva.info/section/message
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P1P.HTM

to the divine call.” And you will be right, for love is shown especially in little things.
Normally the sacrifices that Our Lord asks of us, even the most difficult ones, refer

to tiny details, but they are as continuous and invaluable as the beating of our
heart.

Friends of God, 134
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