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How people like to be reminded of their relationship with distinguished figures in
literature, in politics, in the army, in the Church!... Sing to the Immaculate Virgin,
reminding her: Hail Mary, daughter of God the Father: Hail Mary, Mother of God
the Son: Hail Mary, Spouse of God the holy Spirit...
Greater than you, none but God!
The Way, 496 

Wanting to speak to the Mother of God
In a very natural way we start wanting to speak to the Mother of God, who is also
our mother. We want to treat her as someone who is alive. For death has not
triumphed over her; she is body and soul in the presence of God the Father, her
Son, and the Holy Spirit.
If we want to understand Mary's role in the Christian's life and to feel attracted to
her, to be in her company, we don't need to go into the theological theory, even
though it is an inexhaustible mystery that she is the Mother of God.

A sign of God's special love
The Catholic faith sees Mary as a sign of God's special love. God calls us his
friends; his grace acts in us, winning us from sin, enabling us to reflect in some
way the features of Christ, even though we are still wretched dirt. We are not
stranded people whom God has promised to save. His salvation is already at work
in us. In our relationship to God, we are not blind men yearning for light and crying
in anguished darkness. We are children who know our Father loves us.

Straight to our heart
Mary tells us about this warmth and security. That's why her name goes straight to
our heart. Our relationship with our own mother may show us how to treat Mary,
the Lady of the Sweet Name. We have to love God with the same heart with which
we love our parents, our brothers and sisters, the other members of our family,
our friends. And we must love Mary with that same heart, too.
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How does a normal son or daughter treat his mother?
In different ways, of course, but always affectionately and confidently, never
coldly. In an intimate way, through small, commonplace customs. And a mother
feels hurt if we omit them: a kiss or an embrace when leaving or coming home, a
little extra attention, a few warm words.

In our relationship with our mother in heaven, we should act in very much the
same way. Many Christians have the custom of wearing the scapular; or they
have acquired the habit of greeting those pictures — a glance is enough — which
are found in every Christian home and in many public places; or they recall the
central events in Christ's life by saying the rosary, never getting tired of repeating
its words, just like people in love; or they mark out a day of the week for her —
Saturday, which is today — doing some special little thing for her and thinking
particularly about her motherhood.
Christ is Passing By, 142

Mary, the most holy Mother of God, passes unnoticed, as just one more among
the women of her town.
Learn from her how to live with 'naturalness'.
The Way, 499
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